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Figure 10. Relative abundance index (fish per station set) from the Pamlico Sound portion of the Independent Gill 
Net Survey (Program 915) in North Carolina, 2001 - 2021. Error bars represent ± one standard error (SE). 
*Sampling not conducted in 2020, not all samples completed in 2021. 

 

Figure 11. Weakfish length at age based on all age samples collected from 1995 to 2021. Blue circles represent the 
mean size at a given age while the grey squares represent the minimum and maximum observed size for 
each age.  

20


	STATUS OF THE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN
	Fishery Management Plan History
	FMP Documentation: ASMFC – October 1985
	Comprehensive Review: To be determined

	Management Unit
	Goal and Objectives

	Description OF THE STOCK
	Biological Profile
	Stock Status
	Stock Assessment

	DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERY
	Current Regulations
	Commercial Fishery
	Recreational Fishery

	MONITORING PROGRAM DATA
	Fishery-Dependent Monitoring
	Fishery-Independent Monitoring

	RESEARCH NEEDS
	High
	Moderate
	Low

	MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
	LITERATURE CITED
	TABLES
	Table 1. Recreational harvest (number of fish landed and weight in pounds) and releases (number of fish) and commercial harvest (weight in pounds) of weakfish from North Carolina for the period 1982–2021.
	Table 2. Total number of awarded citations for weakfish (>24-inches total length for release or > 5 pounds landed) from the North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament from 199–2021.
	+ Weakfish release citations (fish released greater than 24 inches total length) began in 2008
	Table 3. Mean, minimum, and maximum lengths (fork length, inches) of weakfish sampled from the commercial and recreational fisheries of North Carolina from 1982–2021. Commercial lengths include both marketable and scrap finfish.
	Table 4. Modal age, minimum age, maximum age, and number aged for weakfish collected through NCDMF sampling programs from 1995 through 2021.
	FIGURES
	Figure 2. Natural mortality (M) and fishing mortality (F) estimated for all weakfish along the U.S. Atlantic east coast, 1982 to 2017 (ASMFC 2019). Solid and dashed lines represent total mortality target (Z30% = 1.03) and threshold (Z20% = 1.43) used ...
	Figure 3. Annual commercial (A) and recreational (B) landings in pounds for weakfish in North Carolina from 1982 to 2021.
	Figure 4. North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament citations awarded for weakfish from 1991 to 2021. Citations are awarded for weakfish greater than 24 inches total length released or greater than 5 pounds landed.
	Figure 5. Commercial and recreational length frequency distribution from weakfish harvested in 2021.
	Figure 6. Commercial length frequency (fork length, inches) of weakfish harvested from 1994-2021. Bubbles represent fish harvested at length and the size of the bubble is equal to the proportion of fish at that length.
	Figure 7. Recreational length frequency (fork length, inches) of weakfish harvested from 1982-2021. Bubbles represent fish harvested at length and the size of the bubble is equal to the proportion of fish at that length.
	Figure 8. Relative abundance index (fish per tow) from the Pamlico Sound Survey (Program 195) in North Carolina of Age-0 weakfish collected during September with a total length less than 200 mm from 1990 through 2021. Error bars represent ± one standa...
	Figure 9. Relative abundance index (fish per tow) from the Pamlico Sound Survey (Program 195) in North Carolina of Age-1+ weakfish collected during June with a total length of 140 mm and greater from 1990 through 2021. Error bars represent ± one stand...
	Figure 10. Relative abundance index (fish per station set) from the Pamlico Sound portion of the Independent Gill Net Survey (Program 915) in North Carolina, 2001 - 2021. Error bars represent ± one standard error (SE). *Sampling not conducted in 2020,...
	Figure 11. Weakfish length at age based on all age samples collected from 1995 to 2021. Blue circles represent the mean size at a given age while the grey squares represent the minimum and maximum observed size for each age.



